INTRODUCTION

far and wide; but his vanity hero and else-
where is less personal than ancestral. The
severest blow that befell him in the whole
course of his lifo was not his temporary
supersession by Kanakaraya Mudali, because
that might be and in fact was overcome ; not
his extrusion from political business by
Madame Dupleix, though that was bitterly
resented ; not the death of his wife, though
she was sincerely mourned ; but the destruc-
tion by Mysorean plunderers of the Choultry
which his father had founded fifty years
before. It had been spared by tho Marathaa
in their great raid of 1740; tho Muslim
troops of Anwar-ud-din, and N&str Jang
had passed it by; even tho English had
not touched it. But at last, in tho middle of
1760,c the beggarly Mysoreans' carried off and
sold the pillars, beams, rafters, and the very
doors of the Brahmans' houses, leaving the
place empty and uninhabitable. Eanga Pillai
did not live to soe it, but within a twelve
month tho proud and dazzling Gouveniement
which Dupleix had built had undergone tho
same fate, dismomborodand sold piece-meal to
adorn the palace which Muhammad 'All was
about to build under the protection of the
English guns.